on Greek romance. Nietzsche invented the daring but onesided formula, that romance is to be designated as the infinitely intensified ^Esopic fable.
In 1867 Nietzsche had to fulfil the obligation of one year's military service. He was short-sighted, even when at Piorta. He had hopes, therefore, of being exempted, but a' sudden new regulation compelled men who were only slightly short-sighted to fulfil their military duty. In the autumn of the same year, after a holiday in the Bohemian forests with Eohde, he went to Naumburg, and here he served his year in the fourth regiment of the Field-Artillery.
Nietzsche got on very well. He was on the best of terms with his superiors, for he was punctual, energetic, and attended strictly to his duties. He was a good horseman, and did not "cut a sorry figure," as one of his biographers
says.
However, after a few months, while mounting his horse, a serious accident happened to him. Two pectoral muscles were torn. The wound did not heal well, and his very life was in danger. In a letter to Gersdorff, Nietzsche wrote : 11 Medical examination proved that I had torn two pectoral muscles. This resulted in an inflammatory condition of the entire muscular and ligamental system of the upper part of the body, and in severe suppuration. When after about eight days an incision was made in the chest, several cupfuls of matter were discharged." This shows the danger of the case. Still, though incapacitated, he had to remain in Naumburg to the end of his year's service. He left the regiment with a lieutenant's commission in the "Land-wehr."
In the autumn of 1868 Nietzsche returned to Leipsic. Here he lived for about four months as a literary man. Intending to go in for an academical career, he prepared to take his degree as doctor and qualify for a professorship at the university. During this time, as well as during his